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COMMISSIONER LAHORI RAM'S EIGHTH BARSI

“Time is not measured by the years that you live
but by the deeds that you do and the joy that you give.”

On January 29, 2017 the Ram Family
hosted a religious function celebrat-
ing the life of Late Commissioner La-
hori Ram. The Ram family hosted the
Akhand Path at the Shri Guru Ravi-
dass Temple in Pittsburg, CA. The
function commemorated the eighth
anniversary of the passing of Mr. La-
hori Ram. Over 1000 friends, family
and well-wishers attended the memo-
rial. People traveled from all over the
United States to attend the function.
Many people traveled internationally
to pay homage to their dear friend
and give support to the family to con-
tinue the annual memorial to keep
Commissioner Ram's memory alive.

Many dignitaries attended on
Sunday and praised the work Mr.
Ram accomplished in his lifetime.
The elected officials included: Califor-
nia State Controller Betty Yee, Califor-
nia State Insurance Commissioner
Dave Jones, California State Assem-
bly Speaker Pro-Tempore Kevin Mullin
(District 22), Joseph Voelker repre-
senting US Congressman Mark De-
Saulnier’s Office, Michael Sponsler
representing CA Assemblyman Tim
Grayson’s office, San Mateo County
Supervisor David Canepa, Pittsburg
City Mayor Merl Craft, and Fremont
City Councilman Raj Salwan.

Kirtan was performed by Shri
Guru Ravidass Temple Pittsburg head
priest Bhai Prakash Singh, and Gyani
Ompal and Gurnam Singh. Bibi Chan-
chaldeep Kaur da Dhadi Jatha from
San Jose Gurdwara Sahib was also
there. Head Priest from Manteca Gur-
dwara Sahib Harpal Singh performed
Katha. Bibi Asha Sharma also spoke
about her close connection with La-
hori Ram and how she uses him as an
example of someone who came from
a small village in Punjab and reached
the White House. Most of the local
BayArea Sikh Temples sent their rep-
resentatives to attend the memorial.
Committee members from Fremont,
Yuba City, Sacramento, Rio Linda,
Fresno, Bakersfield, San Jose, Hay-
ward, Modesto, Livingston and El So-
brante were all present.

California Controller Betty Yee
spoke about Mr. Lahori Ram’s contri-
bution to the American political sys-
tem. She said we need more Indian
Americans to be active in US politics.

She used Mr. Ram as a prime exam-

ple of the American Dream.
Supervisor David Canepa pre-

sented the Ram family with a procla-

Ram family lives, thanked the family
for allowing all community members
an opportunity to get together and re-
member the contributions of their Fa-

Pittsburg,

Ambedkartimes.com considers it a matter of great honour and prestige
to carry the proceedings of the eighth Barsi of revered Commissioner Lahori
Ram Ji who devoted his entire life to honestly live and stupendously work
not only for his family but also for the Samaj. His contribution to the society
has many facets. He wanted his people to be empowered to enjoy equal
human rights and lead a life of respect and dignity. He worked hard with
his colleagues to establish Guru Ghar for his people where they could gather
with honour and equality in the real sense of the term. He was not only
well known in his own community but among all as is witnessed in the
presence of large number of California state dignitaries on the occasion of
the celebration of his eighth anniversary at the Sri Guru Ravidass Temple in
California. The laudable community work commenced by
Commissioner Lahori Ram Ji is being carried forward by his illustrious family
led by Jack and Paul brothers (Ram Brothers) under the spiritual guidance
of their mother Mrs.Pritam Kaur Ram Ji. The Adaras of “Ambedkar Times”
& “Desh Doaba” weekly newspapers sincerely wish and pray for the well-
being of the sweet family of Revered Commissioner Sh. Lahori Ram Ji. Akal
Purkh give them more strength to serve the Samaj to keep up the golden
legacy of selfless work of Revered Commissioner Lahori Ram Ji.

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-in-Chief: Ambedkar Times

mation. He declared Sunday January
29, 2017 as “Lahori Ram Day” in San
Mateo County.

Assemblyman Kevin Mullin,
who represents the district where the

ther. He said, “Lahori Ram was a
self made man and a role model for
all.” Assemblyman presented Jagdev
and Ajaipaul a Certificate of Recogni-
tion to honor the Eighth Memorial.

Insurance Commissioner Dave
Jones said that even though he never
met Mr. Ram he feels like he knows
him very well through his interaction
with the Ram Family. He said the
Family is a gift for the community.
Commissioner Jones said that he has
attended many of the past Memorials
over the years and can’t believe how
fast eight years have passed.

Pittsburg Mayor Merl Craft
spoke about the close relationship the
Ram Family has had with the Pitts-
burg City government. She saluted
the community and the work the Sri
Guru Ravidass Temple has done in the
City. She brought a proclamation rec-
ognizing the entire Gurughar Sangat
for their achievements.

Man vy other Indian leaders
spoke. Asit Dutta, representing the
Indian Consulate, praised Lahori
Ram’s legacy. Fairfield Gurdwara
President Harjinder Dhami saluted the
Ram family for organizing the Barsi
every year. San Jose Gurdwara Gen-
eral Secretary PritamSingh Grewal
spoke about his close relationship
with Mr. Ram and recalled some of
his personal stories interacting with
Babu Lahori Ram. Dashwinder Pal
spoke about Lahori Ram’s sacrifice in
establishing the Sri Guru Ravidass
Temple Pittsburg. He said that with-
out the Ram Family’s contribution the
Temple would not be in existence. Dr.
Harmesh Kumar also attested to
Dashwinder Pal’s statements and
added that he is relative of the Ram
family. Mr. O. P. Balley gave a tribute
to Commissioner Ram and remem-
bered the times they enjoyed together
in the early days of the Sabha.

Rabbi Steven Jacobs said a
Hebrew prayer asking God to grant
peace to Lahori Ram’s soul and
wished the best to the Ram Family.
Prem Chumber editor Ambedkar
Times & Desh Doaba weekly newspa-
pers also attended and covered the
Barsi. Jagdev Ram, Ajaipaul Ram and
Jagdish Kaur Ram thanked everyone
for helping out in the three-day serv-
ice and especially thanked the com-
munity and elected officials for their
encouragement and support. They
appreciated the great things said
about their Father and hope to con-
tinue the work their Father started.
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